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Gleaning from his family business, the beauty of the
aty of Matwumoto, and hn own expresson,
Hiroteshd Roh fume shone inte sumesl scptures We are proud to announce that our product “The Palm” Door Handle has been awarded with a
GOODDESIGN ™ Award.
GOOD DESIGN ™ is the world's most prestigious, recognized, and oldest Design Awards
program organized annually by The Chicago Athenaeum Museum of Architecture and Design
in cooperation with the European Centre for Architecture, Art, Design and Urban Studies.

GOOD DESIGN covers new consumer products designed and manufactured in Europe, Asia,

Gt the scoop on ane of the emitre (75 Africa, and North and South America.
o R v O Entries for design and innovation, sustainability, creativity, branding, ecologically responsible
Singapore 2016

design, human factors, materials, technology, graphic arts, packaging, and universal design
are submitted annually by various industrial design and graphic design firms working for the
Fortune 500 companies.

For 2015, over 900 new products and graphic designs were selected from over 38 countries.

Awarded corporations represent some of the world's most visionary FORTUNE 500 companies
and hundreds of other leading companies and designers synonymous with GOOD DESIGN.

DUNEX ARCHITECTURAL PVT. LTD.

Web : www.dunex.in

By Abshat Raghava
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Refurbisheng an extension 1o hn ancestral home,
Seilankan architect Chinthaka Wickramage's
inter venbons become one with the surroundings
and the orginal structure’s rusticty

By amalgamating sophistication and an
exposed look, Naksh Atelier has translormed
a 3 BHK apartment into what was exactly

bty e The Measure of Intelligence is the Ability to ‘Do Next’
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GRCA, a Bengaluru-based architecture firm,
was introduced when ‘what architecture
really should be’, started dictating architect
Gaurav Roy Choudhury’s thoughts.

After working for 4 years with a reputed
architectural firm in Bengaluru, Gaurav
decided 1o set-out on his own,

with the ‘hopes of redefining honest
architecture through a process of
re-invention and storytelling

His work embraces the old-school principle

Was there a defining phase in your
career which formed the core of your
design sensibilities?

| think, when you start on your own, the
first three or four years define you. Also,

Your firm caters to multiple disciplines;
is there a design constant you maintain
across disciplines?

We do not have any constants whatsoever,
in fact, | despise having limitations at the
start of design. Yes, at every independent
design level, there are eventual constants or
ideas which hail sway in design but nothing
at the start.

space is key, and not the skin - and yet
keeps the design relevantly contemporary.
Thesr portfolio reflects thewr worship for a
space and its user, and breathes life in the
design through a subtle composition of
light, space and materials

The fiem, which was established in 2007,
has ever since worked on several disciplines
across design - ranging from architecture,
interior design, graphic design and urban
design. However, the fim doesn’t believe
in having too much on the plate, and
prefers doing justice to a limited number
ol projects

GRCA has mastered in articulating a certain
restrant in their work, which shuns the blind
idolisation of the skeleton of a structure,
and instead focuses on bringing complexity
and coherence within the space.

This approach, which proposes an
alternative to the existing display of visual
extr, [ tes with the though
dltqmd.yadut-cl.Lumlulm who
had once said, ‘A great building must
begin with the unmeasurable, must go
through measurable means when it is
besng designed and in the end must

be unmeasurable *

CAURAV RO
CHOUDI A%

Interview by Shweta Salvi

'r.’"l Home Review Foteiary 2016

in my case, it was a really tough period
overlapped with this intense questioning of
‘what kind of work | wanted to do?’

That period initiated a deep introspective
process, which | still practise today. It also
made me connect with myself to an extent
where | could not fool myself anymore, or
for that matter, draw a single line without
believing in it

Architecture is perceived differently

by each architect, for some it is about
function, for some it is all about visual
experience. In today's context, it could
also be about modern materials and
technology What is “architecture’ to you?

Archluctummforme is
E vac_u space,

Aschitecture for me is shelter, privacy,
space, emotion and poetry. | think all good
architecture needs to celebrate all of these
factors. | think it is medkocrity that hides
behind functionality, or visual aesthetics

tecrme Review Fobeary )O‘DE
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We see the use of wide-ranging materials
in your work that add texture and colour
to the space. Is there any building material
that fascinates you and one that you
would like to explore?

For me materials are important, but they
come in a little later down the line in the
design process. It is something like casting
actors for a film, after the script and story is
ready. Of course, they have a very important
role, but thesr character and selection come
from the script/ vision of the project

| would love to work with garbage, plastics,
and things we throw away | really beheve
that society should reflect and introspect a
lot more and in every way possible. What
better way to do that, than a building made
from what we are desperately trying to get

rid-off? To give meaning back to things
that we have used and ripped away all

meaning from

The y evolving ir tions

in the field of design and tools like
parametric design, allow the architects
to imagine beyond the obvious and that
too with uncontested accuracy. What are
your views on the growing digitisation
of the field?

Look, | am not a big fan of parametric
buslding design. | feel they simphfy building
processes. | will always prefer a bullding
which is done well and recognises 100
things as its core brief, than one done
spectacularly and recognises only 10

Complexity is there everywhere. You just
have to look and you'll find it - in the site,
in the power structures, in the weather, in
the impact. So again, between a complex
design and a complex looking design, |
would choose the former

Could you name one building which
will always be a landmark structure in
architecture for you?

1 like the Pompidou Center by Renzo Plano
and Richard Rogers, mainly because it is
probably still one of those busldings, which
is incredibly relevant today. it denounced
aesthetics to some extent, and is a “skeleton
of functionality’. It shed the skin off
architecture, which | believe is the way to
the future

Any current international architectural
practice that inspires you... and why?

1 am a big fan of a lot of the current
Japanese fums constructing these small,
beautiful and spatially primal houses

there. | like thew de-constructive processes
addressing lifestyle, economy, family, which
makes them do so much in very litthe space,
and with very little fuss.
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An Indian monument you would love to
give a facelift to?

| am not big on face fts. | love the honesty
of decay, neglect and irrelevance

What is the firm currently working on?

We are working mostly on residences
currently. But all of them are exciting

designs that are looking to push to the
maximum at thew individual levels

What do you prefer to do in your spare
time? Any interests?

I love watching movies and listening to
music. | also love to travel, sketch, delve in
sculpture and do a little writing. The last
year has been a little less productive, but |
am hoping 2016 will be different

= gaurawoychoudhury@gmail com
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